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Legal Disclaimer

9/23/2026

This presentation is intended for informational and guidance purposes only. The content in
this presentation reflects the Texas Education Agency’s current understanding of statute
and applicable federal guidance and is subject to change.

This presentation does not constitute legal advice. Entities are advised to consult with

their own legal counsel before taking any action based on the information and guidance
provided herein.

This presentation is copyrighted by TEA and can only be used, copied, reproduced, or
shared for educational, non-commercial use. You may not distribute altered or partial
copies of this content. You may not charge for the reproduced materials or any document
containing them except to cover the cost of reproduction and distribution. Reproduced
content must be marked with the following notice: “Copyright © [Year Presentation
Created]. Texas Education Agency. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.” For more
information, email Copyrights@tea.texas.gov.
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Legal Disclaimer — Artificial Intelligence

1. TEA prohibits third-party recordings of its grants-related
trainings. This prohibition includes the use of artificial
intelligence (Al) services, summary services, language models,

applications, interfaces, or assistants to attend, review or
record trainings.

2. TEA further prohibits attendees from using the information in
its grants-related trainings to train Al technologies. Any
attendee who violates these prohibitions may be removed

from the trainings and barred from future grants-related
trainings.
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Confidentiality Statement

" Confidential information, including confidential information or
personally identifiable information (Pll) protected under the
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), should not
be submitted in any Smartsheet forms, attachments, comments,
or uploads. Smartsheet is not an approved system for storing
confidential or FERPA-protected data. Uploading or sharing
such information on an unapproved platform increases the risk
of unauthorized disclosure. To help us maintain compliance and
protect student information, ensure all submissions include only
non-confidential data/documentation appropriate for the
submission.
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TEs Today’s Agenda

Texas Education Agency

e Texas Education of Homeless Children and Youth (TEHCY)
* Program Requirement
* Acceptable Documentation | 9 »
 Examples, Activities and Suggestions

e Resources Available
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TEA Texas Education of Homeless Children and Youth (TEHCY)
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In General -

42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(3)(B)(i)

In determining the best interest of the child or youth under subparagraph (A),
the local educational agency shall presume that keeping the child or youth in
the school of origin is in the child's or youth's best interest, except when
doing so is contrary to the request of the child's or youth's parent or
guardian, or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth.
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Documentation Acceptable Documentation

Required for Item 1.1 * Description of process the district utilizes to receive input
Copy of a redacted from the family or youth during the best interest
completed best-interest determination process.

determination form, * Copy of school board local policy describing the local
meeting notes, or a dispute resolution process.

written notice of the  Ensure any personally identifiable student information is
placement decision redacted in the samples provided.

provided to the
parent/quardian (or
unaccompanied youth).
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/Documentation Required for Item 1.1 A
Copy of a redacted completed best-interest determination form, meeting notes, district o

processes utilized or a written notice of the placement decision provided to the

\_parent/guardian (or unaccompanied youth). Y,

@ues that may result in an “Improvement Needed” status \
e Auditable documentation requested was not submitted.

* Process the district utilizes to complete best-interest determination does not include evidence
of receiving input from the family or youth.

* Best-interest determination process does not include written notification to the family or
youth.

* Process does not include providing information on how to appeal the decision if the family or
unaccompanied youth disagree.

Qdact all and any personally identifiable information for the parent & student /




TEAP Texas Education of Homeless Children and Youth
wewanses” (TEHCY) — Table Activity

O

Review of Local Best-Interest Determination Procedure

=  Sample school system best-interest determination
process.

= Copy of a best-interest determination form, meeting
notes, or a written notice of the placement decision.

= |jst of individuals included in the best-interest
determination process including roles and
contributions.
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Texas Education Agency (TEHCY) _ Suggestions

Suggestions to consider when developing/ reviewing local
best-interest determination process....

®" Including all pertinent staff and family members have input.

= Develop and utilize standardized forms to include meeting notes, written
notices of decision and notices of local dispute resolution process.

=  Ensure collaboration with the parent/guardian (or unaccompanied youth)
prior to providing written notice.

= Have procedures for maintaining written record of best-interest
determination.




Resources and Support




w 2026-2027 Program Monitoring Validations Process
TEA Online Resources

 QOverall Process Resources
e 2026-2027 PMV Process Handbook

* Instructions for Submitting Documentation, Training Video,
and Training Slides

* Navigating the Smartsheet WorkApp System Video

* Program-Specific Resources

e Guidance Documents for each Program/Requirement
* Training Videos and Training Slides for each
Program/Requirement

ESSA Program Monitoring Validations Webpage



https://tea.texas.gov/data-reports/grants/essa-program/essa-program-monitoring-validations

» Federal Program Compliance Division
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ESSA Program Monitoring Validations Webpage

Guidance Document

Training Slides

Federal Program Compliance Divisio

2025-2026 Program Monitoring Validati idance D

Program: Title |, Part A

Requirement: Campus Allocations

Documentation Requested

averall iance far a program req may forms of
documentation to be maintained locally and availahle upon request by TEA and/or an suditor. To
ensure overall compliance with program requirements, LEAs should refer to the Program Guide
andjor other program-related resources that reference the multiple forms of documentation
required to i locally. The dac requested for subs

process may nat include all farms of dacumentation reguired to be maintained locally.

‘the validation

Flease include the following selected documentation referenced in the table below to demonstrate
‘compliance with the program requirement descrined. TEA will utilize the following table during the
review of documentation to determine if the LEA submitted sufficient documentation to support LEA
compliance.

for TEA revi i of
2025 grant year for i selected.

in the 2024-

TEA

T T T [ —

Federal Program Compliance Division
Program Monitoring Validations

Texas Education of Homeless Children
and Youth (TEHCY)

Homeless Student Best-Interest
Determination

e is requested to 5:00 pm CST on or betore
December 19, 2025, via the Federal Program Compliance Division Program Monitaring Validations
Smartsheet WorkApp system.

Selected Documentation | Year of
Required to be Submitted

Acceptable
for Review Requested
LT Evidence shoving 20242025 T namE,

2maunts of Title |, Part A

anroliment, number of low-income students, low-
(Campus Allacations and how

Training Video

income percentage, per-pupil amount, and amount of
these amounts were. total Title |, Part A campus allocation for all Title |, Part

detarmined

for

Note: Campus status, enrallment and low-incoms

2024-2025 SC5000.
Relevant pages from General Ledger showing T1A
amounts budgeted to campuses

1.2 Evidence that TLA campus | 20242025

budzsted for campuses

Federal Program Compliance Division

V10 07/14/2025

: TEA

Federal Program Compliance Division
Program Monitoring Validations

Texas Education of Homeless Children
and Youth (TEHCY)
Homeless Student Best-Interest
Determination
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TEA} Federal Program Compliance Division
wesmaen e’ PrOgram Monitoring Validations — TEHCY

= Education Service Center (ESC) Support

= Complimentary technical assistance and
training are available from each regional ESC

= ESC Contacts for each regional center are
located towards the bottom of the
TEA TEHCY webpage



https://tea.texas.gov/school-and-district-leaders/support-risk-schools-and-students/texas-education-homeless-children-and-youth-tehcy-program

TEX

Texas Education Agency

Contact Information

John Dobbins
Texas Education Agency
John.Dobbins@TEA.Texas.gov
512-463-9066

Dr. Ann Lé

Texas Education Agency

Ann.Le@TEA.Texas.gov
512-463-9670

Federal Program Compliance Division
ESSASupport@TEA.Texas.gov
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