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Resources

e Texas Assessment Program
e STAAR Resources
e STAAR Spanish Resources

e Test Administration Resources

e Assessments for Special Populations

e STAAR Released Test Questions

e District and Campus Coordinator Resources
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Overview

The goal of accommodations for the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness
(STAAR®) is to ensure that each student can interact appropriately with the content,
presentation, and response modes of the state assessments. To meet this goal, STAAR
accommodations are designed to allow all students to demonstrate their knowledge of the
content being assessed without the format of the assessment, the non-tested language, or
the type of response needed to answer the questions being barriers.

This Texas Education Agency (TEA) publication is designed to assist district personnel in
making accommodations decisions for students taking STAAR by providing an overview of the
various accommodations available, including examples. Because STAAR is administered
online, this guide focuses primarily on the accommodations embedded in the online testing
platform. It is important that students access STAAR and STAAR Spanish online practice tests
on the Practice Test Site to become familiar with these embedded accommodations and
practice interacting with the tools and features.

While this guide provides examples of accommodations available in the test delivery system
(TDS), further detailed information about STAAR accommodations, including policy
documents, eligibility criteria, and examples of allowable and nonallowable accommodations,
is available in the Accommodations section of the District and Campus Coordinator Resources.

For a student who requires accommodations that cannot be provided online, refer to the
Special Administration of an Assessment page of the Coordinator Resources for more
information on paper administrations.
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Types of Accommodations

STAAR accommodations are designed to be the same as or similar to accommodations
commonly used during classroom instruction. For STAAR and STAAR Spanish,
accommodations fall into three categories:

e accessibility features,
e |ocally-approved designated supports, and
e designated supports requiring TEA approval.

Accessibility features are procedures and materials available to any student who regularly
benefits from their use during classroom instruction; however, a student may not be required
to use accessibility features during a state assessment. Descriptions and examples of what
practices are allowed and not allowed are available on the Accessibility Features page of the
Coordinator Resources. District or campus testing coordinators are responsible for ensuring
that test administrators understand the proper implementation of these procedures and use
of these materials.

Designated supports fall into two categories: locally-approved designated supports and
designated supports requiring TEA approval. Designated supports may be made available to
students who meet the eligibility criteria as determined and documented by the appropriate
team at the local level and should be aimed at addressing a student’s consistent academic
struggle in a specific area even after intensive instruction and remediation.

Each designated support allowed for STAAR has a policy document that includes a description
of the designated support, eligibility criteria, and which team at the local level has the
authority to make the accommodation decision. Policy documents also include examples and
special instructions and considerations. All designated supports policy documents are
available in the Accommodations section of the Coordinator Resources.

The use of any designated support during a state assessment requires that the student
routinely and effectively use it during classroom instruction and testing, and the decision to
provide a designated support during a state assessment should be made based on the
individual student’s needs. Routine and effective use during classroom instruction and testing
does not mean that the designated support must be used every day during instruction but
that:

e the student has used the support often enough during classroom instruction and
testing that the student can use it independently during the state assessment, as
appropriate (independent use applies to some designated supports [e.g., calculation
aids] but might not apply to others [e.g., oral administration]), and

e the accommodation has been proven to be effective in meeting the student’s specific
needs as evidenced by student scores or teacher observations with and without
accommodation use.

Locally-approved designated supports may be made available without TEA approval to
students who meet the eligibility criteria. Some locally-approved designated supports are
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embedded in the online system; others are not. Refer to the Locally-Approved Designated
Supports page of the Coordinator Resources for the list of available supports and their policy
documents.

Designated supports requiring TEA approval are for students with unique needs not
addressed explicitly with any accessibility features or locally-approved designated supports.
The following designated supports require TEA approval:

e Extra Day

e Complex Transcribing
e Mathematics Scribe

e Other

For designated supports requiring TEA approval, district testing personnel must submit an
Accommodation Request Form in the Administration and Security Forms module in the Test.
Information Distribution Engine (TIDE). Timely submission of Accommodation Request Forms
by the due dates listed on the Calendar of Events allows Accommodations Task Force
members to process and review requests and communicate to district testing personnel the
appropriate procedures for administering a TEA-approved designated support.

For circumstances requiring a designated support request but occurring after the deadline
(e.g., newly enrolled student, medical emergency, updated admission, review, and dismissal
[ARD] committee decision), the district coordinator should contact the Student Assessment
Division at (512) 463-9536 and ask to speak to a member of the Accommodations Task Force
for further instructions. A ticket may also be submitted to the Student Assessment Help Desk.

More information about these four designated supports and their policy documents, as well
as the accommodation request process, is available on the Designated Supports Requiring
TEA Approval page of the Coordinator Resources.
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Accessibility Features

The online testing platform offers a range of embedded accommodations. Students can use
Global Tools or Context Menu, as applicable, to access these various tools. Global Tools is a
set of labeled icons across the top right corner of the test page. Directly below Global Tools is
the Context Menu button, which is identified by three horizontal lines and offers options in a
dropdown menu. The content of each menu depends on what features are available to the
student for that particular assessment.

Figure 1. Menus
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The following figures describe the accessibility features that are embedded in the online
system and provide their associated icons. These features are available automatically, without
the need for activation, for all STAAR assessments (i.e., mathematics, reading language arts
[RLA], science, and social studies).
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Sticky Notes

The Sticky Notes tool (available in English and Spanish) allows a student to enter notes about
a question. The tool can be accessed from any question, but only the notes associated with a
specific question will be visible while viewing that question.

Figure 2. Sticky Notes
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o Sticky Notes: The student can open Sticky Notes by right clicking within a question or
by clicking the Context Menu button and selecting “Sticky Notes” from the dropdown
menu.

e Writing Tools: The student can type in the text box and cut, copy, and paste text to
and from Sticky Notes.

e Character Count: The remaining number of characters that can be entered is
displayed at the bottom right of the text box.

e Resize Handle: The student can use the resize handle to resize the text box.

o Save and Close: After entering a note, the student must click the Save and Close
button to save the note and close Sticky Notes. A pencil icon will appear next to the
item number to show that the item has a sticky note.
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Notepad

The Notepad tool (available in English and Spanish) allows a student to write notes that can
be accessed from any page in the online test.

Figure 3. Notepad
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¢ Notepad: The student can open Notepad by clicking the Notepad icon in Global Tools.

 Notepad Header: The student can move the notepad by clicking and holding the
Notepad header and dragging the tool to the desired location on the screen.

e Writing Tools: The student can type in the text box and cut, copy, and paste text to
and from Notepad.

e Character Count: The remaining number of characters that can be entered is
displayed at the bottom right of the text box.

e Resize Handle: The student can use the resize handle to resize the text box.

e Save and Close: After entering a note, the student must click the Save and Close
button to save the note and close Notepad.
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Color Setting

The Color Setting tool (available in English and Spanish) allows students to change the color of
the screen and text.

Figure 4. Color Setting
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System Settings: The student can access Color Setting by clicking the System Settings
icon in Global Tools.

Color Setting: The student can choose from eight different color settings.

Apply: The student must click the Apply button to apply the selected color setting to
the test.

Reset All: To revert to the original settings, the student clicks the Reset All button.

Close: To return to the test, the student clicks the Close button.

Line Reader

The Line Reader tool (available in English and Spanish) helps a student focus on a specific line

of text. Line Reader can be used to highlight a selected line of text in a passage or question,

and the student can move the line reader to different lines using the mouse pointer or the
keyboard.
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Figure 5. Line Reader
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e Line Reader: The student can open Line Reader by clicking the Line Reader icon in
Global Tools. When selected, the icon appears orange, as shown. To turn off Line
Reader, the student must click the icon again.

Zoom

Zoom tools (available in English and Spanish) allow students to change the size of the text and
images displayed on the screen. Zoom functionality is available using the Zoom Out and Zoom
In icons in Global Tools or by clicking the System Settings icon to access the Zoom slider.

Figure 6. Zoom (Global Tools)
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e Zoom Out: The student can click the Zoom Out icon in Global Tools to reduce the size
of the text and images displayed on the screen.

e Zoom In: The student can click the Zoom In icon in Global Tools to enlarge the size of
the text and images displayed on the screen.
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Figure 6a. Zoom (System Settings)
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e System Settings: The student can access Zoom by clicking the System Settings icon in

Global Tools

e Zoom: The student can use the Zoom slider to adjust the size of the text and images

displayed on the screen.

e Apply: The student must click the Apply button to apply the selected zoom setting to

the test.

e Reset All: To revert to the original settings, the student clicks the Reset All button.

e Close: To return to the test, the student clicks the Close button.

Highlighting

Highlighting (available in English and Spanish) allows a student to highlight selected text.

Students have a choice of color options and can remove and reset highlighting.
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Figure 7. Highlight Selection, Remove Highlight, and Reset Highlighting
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* Highlight Selection: After selecting the text to be highlighted, the student can choose
a highlight color by right-clicking or by clicking the Context Menu button and choosing
from the Highlight Selection options.

* Remove Highlight or Reset Highlighting: To remove highlighting from specific text,
the student can select the text and select “Remove Highlight” from Context Menu. To
remove all highlighting on the page, the student can select “Reset Highlighting.”

Large Mouse Pointer

The Large Mouse Pointer feature (available in English and Spanish) allows a student to choose
from 11 different mouse pointer options. On practice tests, this tool can be accessed on the
Test Attributes page or via the System Settings icon. On operational tests, the tool is available
via the System Settings icon.

Figure 8. Large Mouse Pointer (Test Attributes on Practice Test Site)
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e Large Mouse Pointer: Before starting a practice test, the student can open the Large

Mouse Pointer menu on the Test Attributes page.

e Select: To apply the selected mouse pointer, the student clicks the Select button.

Figure 8a. Large Mouse Pointer (System Settings)
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e System Settings: The student can access Large Mouse Pointer on both the practice
and operational test sites by clicking the System Settings icon in Global Tools.

e Large Mouse Pointer: The student can select from 11 mouse pointer options.

e Apply: The student must click the Apply button to apply the selected mouse pointer to

the test.

e Reset All: To revert to the original settings, the student clicks the Reset All button.

e Close: To return to the test, the student clicks the Close button.
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Locally-Approved Designated Supports

Locally-approved designated supports do not require TEA approval for students who meet
eligibility criteria. For students testing online, these supports may be embedded or non-
embedded depending on student eligibility and the accommodation needed. For example, a
student needing reading support can receive an oral or signed administration of the test
using text-to-speech (TTS) or using American Sign Language (ASL) videos, but a student
needing supplemental aids for an assessment will need to use the type of assistance he or
she uses in the classroom (e.g., grade-appropriate grammar and mechanics rules, mnemonic
devices), since supplemental aids are not embedded in the online system. Non-embedded
designated supports will be provided by the test administrator to the student on the day the
assessment is administered.

The following figures describe the locally-approved designated supports embedded in the
online testing system. As with the accessibility features in the previous section, students can
use Global Tools or Context Menu to access various designated supports in the testing
platform.

Calculator

The Calculator tool (available in English and Spanish) must be set as a designated supportin
TIDE for eligible students in grades 3-7. As a designated support, the Calculator tool is a four-
function calculator that a student can use for mathematics and science calculations.

Figure 9. Calculator
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e Calculator: To open the Calculator tool, the student selects Calculator from Global
Tools.

e Calculator Header: The student can drag the Calculator to different parts of the test
page using the Calculator header.
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Text-to-Speech

The TTS designated support (available in English and Spanish) allows students to listen to text
being read aloud. The student may select eligible test content and questions to be read aloud.
The text, as well as the line in which it appears, is highlighted as it is read aloud.

If a Speak icon with a line through it is shown, as illustrated in the figure below, this indicates
TTS is not available for that section.

TTS uses the local device's native accessibility voice packs. Please make sure that a Spanish
voice pack has been activated and tested prior to the administration of an assessment with
Spanish TTS.

Figure 10. Text-to-Speech
2 (@ B = @ @ @

Back Next Save Dictionary Motepad Line Reader Zoom Out Zoom In System Settings
-—n s amw - . " maow . [ - . = . ) .

the best answer to éach

Speak Passage n T
” GUEST, GUEST L Speak Question
£ 2 H

- Read the stage directions fro @  Speak Option
On Time J |

[He u Speak Question, He takes a
marke Speak Option, and pnd begins
scrib Speak Selection fas he writes.]

<« > H 2 3 4 5 6 71
Read the selection ?‘d choose l
N

question.

L] Speak Selection

Characters

SHRUTI: An 11-year-old girl
BEN: An 11-year-old boy,
Shruti’s classmate

Wil =t im klnm lnmmdk i mem il cm mn Al bl mmn mbm -

e TTS: Students can click the TTS button to open a dropdown menu with TTS options.

e Speak Passage: Only revising passages can be read aloud. When TTS is available for a
passage, the student can select “Speak Passage” to listen to the entire passage.

e Speak Question: To listen to a question, the student can select “Speak Question.” The
text is highlighted as it is read aloud.

e Speak Option: To listen to an answer choice, the student can select “Speak Option”
and then select the answer choice to be read aloud.

e Speak Selection: To listen to a portion of text for a question or passage, the student
can select the text to be read aloud and then select “Speak Selection.” The Speak
Selection and Start Speaking From Here options are also available by right-clicking.
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Figure 10a. Text-to-Speech
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CAITLIN: A 12-year-old girl, Horatio’s friend and StOp speaking

classmate ® H i i commitment he will
DAD: Horatio’s father TTS nghllghtlng

SCENE 1 © They cause Horatio to wonder If he has taken up too many responsibilities.

e TTS Highlighting: The line in which the text appears is highlighted, and each word is
distinguished as it is read aloud.

e Stop Speaking: While the text is being read aloud, the student can stop TTS by clicking
the TTS button and selecting “Stop Speaking.”

Figure 10b. Text-to-Speech
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ead the selection and choose the best answer to eac 4{ System Settings | -
question. e
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m H Pitch
. TTS Settings
Grains of Sand (o] 10 he play’s conflict?
Characters
Rate
MAURA: Belinda’s best friend . rtai 0 10 1 at the beach.
JORGE: Robert’s best friend TTS Tracking
ROBERT: School football player % . Reset All spaper.
BELINDA: School news reporter TTS Tracking
@o (o

wura
A Close

e System Settings: A student who has the TTS designated support can access TTS
settings and TTS Tracking by clicking the System Settings icon in Global Tools.

SCENE 1 o
Apply R Reset All m

e TTS Settings: The student can use the sliders to adjust the volume, pitch, and rate at
which the text is read aloud.

e TTS Tracking: The student can select “On” or “Off” to enable or disable TTS tracking.
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e Apply: To apply the selected settings, the student clicks the Apply button.
e Reset All: To revert to the original settings, the student clicks the Reset All button.

e Close: To return to the test, the student clicks the Close button.

Auto Text-to-Speech

For a student who has the auto TTS designated support (available in English and Spanish), test
content on the page is preread to the student when the student first accesses a page. Auto
TTS automatically reads aloud the text on the screen and does not allow a student to
independently select or change the level of reading support during the test administration.

Figure 11. Auto Text-to-Speech

Seconds

TTS starti 5
starting in (s

&

1 In the high branches of an oak tree in a beautiful little nest lived
Robin. Squirrel, her neighbor, lived in a cozy hollow near Robin’s nest.
Squirrel and Rabin were great friends and spent their summer together.

Year-Long Summer

2 Soon the days grew shorter and the air grew colder. Squirrel knew
this meant she needed to start preparing for the cold winter. She
worked hard adding more foliage to her nest. She spent days gathering
nuts and seeds. Squirrel couldn’t wait for hibernation, since she loved
sleeping in her cozy hollow all winter and relaxing after the busy bustle
of autumn.

w

Robin, on the other hand, could not stand the idea of hibernating.
Even so, she worked alongside Squirrel, padding her nest and storing
food.

S

“I wish summer would last all year,” cried Robin.

]

“Why?" replied Squirrel. “Winter s a wonderful season.”

o

"I dread winter,” complained Robin. "It is freezing, and all the
animals are asleep. I don't have anyone to keep me company.”

7 “Why don't you sleep like the rest of us?” asked Squirrel.

!‘ 4l Timer —=-
Whic] ed in a summary of the story?

@ Squirrel and Robin spend days gathering food.
& Robin hums a morning song.
@ Squirrel says eating a lot makes her tired.

@ Robin decides to fly south for the winter.

e Auto TTS Timer: A five-second timer appears at the top of each applicable page, such
as the beginning of a new passage and its related questions, and counts down to the
beginning of the auto TTS reading of the page content.

Figure 11a. Auto Text-to-Speech
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answer to each question.

@

Read the next two selections. Then ?se the best l

pa[ Auto TTS Highlighting

T, GUEST

ch detail from paragraphs 15 and 16 of the story “The Farm Where Nothing

The Farm Where Nothing Grew

1 One day a young man came into a shop in the
middle of a small town. “Are you the one who
bought the old, empty farm outside of town?” asked
the shopkeeper. The tailor and baker were also
there.

2 "I am,” said the young farmer.

Grew” supports the key idea that the farmer improves the land?

& The townspeople have avoided talking to the farmer for weeks.

® The townspeople go to the farmer’s land together.

© The farmer’s land Is covered in frult and vegetable plants.

e Auto TTS Highlighting: The line in which the text appears is highlighted, and each
word is distinguished as it is read aloud.
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Speech-to-Text

Speech-to-Text (STT) is available in English and Spanish for constructed-response questions,
Sticky Notes, and Notepad. For students who require basic transcribing or spelling assistance
delivered via STT, test administrators should ensure that the microphone on the device used

for testing is turned on and configured properly prior to launching a test that includes

constructed-response questions.

NOTE: For eligible students to access STT on the Practice Test Site, the student’s test
attributes in TIDE must first be set to indicate STT, and the student must sign in to the

practice site with his or her Texas Student Data System (TSDS) ID and a practice test session

ID in order to access the practice test session.

Figure 12. Speech-to-Text (Constructed-Response Questions)

Items 3 0% 2025 STAAR Grade 4 Reading Released Test  DemoSTAAR, Demo (TSDS 1D: DMOO444155)  GUEST SESSION

« (= W
-y

>

Read the question carefully. Then enter your answer in the box

Microphone

What is the main problem in the story? Support your answer yith evidence from the story.

B I'Y D= EE|¥ H e ol 8 0

\ Writing Tools

Transcription

# Chars 0475

¢ Microphone: Students eligible for STT can click the Microphone button to activate STT

functionality. Once selected, the Microphone button appears highlighted to indicate

that STT has been activated.

e Transcription: Students should speak clearly and at a normal volume and pace. As
the student speaks, the words are transcribed into the response area. While the text is
being transcribed, dots appear in the response area to indicate that the transcription

is in process.

e Writing Tools: When STT is enabled, all other writing tools are unavailable. To edit or
insert text manually, students can disable STT using the Microphone button, move the
mouse pointer to the desired location where manual edits are to be applied, and use

the writing tools as needed.
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Figure 12a. Speech-to-Text (Sticky Notes)
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Sticky Notes X e

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each

@

from Nature’s Best Jumpers

by Frankie Stout Notes are not scored.

Extreme Jumpers X OE 8
Some animals are known as great jumpers. They cat \

very high or across long distances.

what can the reader conclude about jumping and animals?

-

lays.

2 These extreme jumpers come in all sizes and shapes
kinds of habitats. Frogs, rabbits, kangaroos, cougars, spit
many other types of creatures are known for their jumpin
Insects, like fleas and froghoppers, can jump distances th
be far in inches (cm) but that are many times the size of
body. From the smallest bug to the furriest cat, extreme j
some of the coolest animals in the world.

Microphone

amp.

¥ Gharz 010000

[ Cancel ] Save and Close 1

Up, Down, and All Around

3 Animals use their legs to jump. Many extreme jumpers have legs
and feet that are adapted for jumping. Powerful leg muscles help an
animal take off into the air very quickly or very high.

S

Some jumpers, like frogs, use only their back legs to jump and
then land on all four legs. Other animals, like rabbits, use both their
front and their back legs to jump around. Still other animals, like b4

e Microphone: The Microphone button is available in Sticky Notes. As the student
speaks, the words are transcribed into the text area. While the text is being
transcribed, dots appear in the text area to indicate that the transcription is in
process.

Figure 12b. Speech-to-Text (Notepad)

s % DX STAAR Grne ) Riaifing S sied Tast  EmpSTALR, Bama (P05 10 DanPaostl] CLEST ES5EM Tm
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Read the selaction and chooss the bast answer to sach quastion, I
i) = * » (=
y Notepad | U . >
from Nature’s Best Jumpers 1upoptanT: Unsaved notes will be lost when the Notepad is 5
by Frankie Stout closed, To save notes before closing the Notepad, click Save and Bt can the reader conclude about Jumping and animals?
Close. Notes are not scored; you must record your response in the
Extreme Jumpers answer space provided,
1 Some animals are known as great jumpers. They ]
very high or atross long distances. 18
2 These extreme jumpers come In all sizes and shay
kinds of habitats. Frogs, rabbéts, kangaroos, cougars, ¢ a -8
many cther types of creatures are known for their jum Mlcrophone
insects, |ike fleas and frogheppers, can jump distances

be far in inches (em) but that are many times the size
body. From the smallest bug to the furriest cat, extrem Pyr—ereeey
some of the coolest animals in the world,

Cance| Save and Close
Up, Down, and All Around i

3 Animais use their (egs to jump. Many extreme jumgpers have legs
and feet that are adapted for jUuMping. Pawerful leg muscies help an
animal take off into the air very quickly or very high.

4 Some jumpers, like frogs, use only their back legs to jump and
then land on 8l four legs, Othér animats, like rabbits, use both their
frent and their back legs to jump around. Still other animals, like v
e Microphone: The Microphone button is available in Notepad. As the student speaks,
the words are transcribed into the text area. While the text is being transcribed, dots

appear in the text area to indicate that the transcription is in process.
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Word Prediction (Co:Writer)

Word Prediction (Co:Writer) meets the accommodation need of spelling assistance and is
available in English and Spanish on all assessments except for mathematics. When Word
Prediction (Co:Writer) is enabled, students automatically receive word suggestions as they
type answers to constructed-response questions.

Figure 13. Word Prediction (Co:Writer)
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Write your response in the box provided.

B I U T, 1= = YU LWeaoO
Read the ¢

quick
quickest
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quiet ‘> Word Prediction
12
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e Word Prediction (Co:Writer): Suggested words will appear in a pop-up menu.
Students can use the mouse to scroll through the word suggestions and select a word
from the list. If students need to enter a numeral as part of their response, they can
select “123" in the corner of the pop-up menu to open a list of numerals. Students can
then select a numeral or select “abc” to return to the list of suggested words.
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Spell Check

Spell Check offers spelling assistance and is available in English and Spanish.

Figure 14. Spell Check
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Spell Check
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tence in a clear

N

Spelling Suggestions

# Chars 53/475

e Spell Check: If a student is eligible for spelling assistance, the Spell Check button is
provided. Students can click on the button to activate Spell Check.

o Spelling Suggestions: When the student clicks the Spell Check button, typing is
paused, and misspelled words are underlined and appear in a different color. The
student can select the underlined word to view suggestions for replacements and
select a replacement from the list. The student can click the Spell Check button again to

resume typing.
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American Sign Language

The ASL designated support is available as an online option for a signed administration.
Students who have ASL as a designated support can watch videos that translate test content
into ASL. ASL videos are available only for test questions and revising passages in English and
are not offered on Spanish tests or for content and language supports (e.g., pop-ups,
rollovers). In these instances, test administrators may sign test content in the same way they
do for paper tests. Test administrators should be trained using the Accommodations section
of the Coordinator Resources and should also read the specific guidelines for signing test
content included on the General Instructions for Administering State Assessments to
Students Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing page of the Coordinator Resources.

Figure 15. ASL Videos ASL Videos
ASL Videos (X \&, (=)

{

Maximize or Minimize

g‘; in the

pters

Playback Tools }’
»
Closed Captioning
L

| 3 E———T H &

% Resize Handle

e ASL Videos: To view ASL videos, the student clicks the ASL Videos button.

e ASL Videos Header: The student can drag the ASL Videos window to different parts of
the test page using the header.

e Maximize or Minimize: The student can maximize the window and then reset it to
the default size by clicking the Maximize or Minimize button.

e Playback Tools: The student can play, pause, replay, and adjust the playback speed of
the ASL videos by clicking on the corresponding playback tool.

e Progress Bar: The student can go back and review specific answer choices as needed
by clicking that chapter in the progress bar.

e Chapters: The student can go to a different answer choice by selecting the
corresponding letter in the chapter list.

e Closed Captioning: The student can turn on, turn off, and adjust closed captioning
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using the CC button.

e Resize Handle: The student can use the resize handle to resize the window.

Refreshable Braille Display
Refreshable braille display is available on English versions of RLA and social studies.

NOTE: The refreshable braille display will not function on all supported devices used for
testing. Refer to the Minimum System Requirements page of the Coordinator Resources for

supported systems and requirements.

Figure 16. Refreshable Braille Display

2025 STAAR Braille Grade 5 Reading Released Test

m Test Attributes

Content and Language Supports OFF

<>
(L

Large Mouse Pointer System Default

Presentation = Presentation Braille

(Undochanges) \( Go Back >I

e Presentation: For students who are eligible for braille, the Presentation setting on the
Test Attributes page will be set to “Braille.” In this setting, the test is displayed in
Streamline mode.

Figure 16a. Refreshable Braille Display

PRGN B @ @ @
ik Dictionar Zoom In System Set:m_gs

Bac Next Save ry Notepad Zoom Out
=" arawn Tigures. Peopie ali oVer The' woria* appreciate tis styie. 1N 2Z0z0,” NeTTNX reportea Mat GVer "LUU niliior housenolas' nad streained ac least one’ s
anime title in the past year.

7 A movie can have a special place in a person’s heart, and people find different films special for different reasons. But the care and effort that goes
into making a 2D animated movie is unmatched. These techniques still play an important role in new movies today.

Third party trademarks Walt Disney Animation Studios® and Netflix® were used in these testing materials. |

Streamline Mode

19

GUEST, GUEST

Who is most likely the intended audience of the article?

@® People who want to learn how to use new animation technology

® People who like to buy expensive animation art

e Streamline Mode: In Streamline mode, elements such as stimuli and questions are
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displayed in a single column. As students navigate to specific elements or regions, the
screen reader says the element or region name aloud, simplifying navigation and
increasing comprehension.

Content and Language Supports

Content and language supports available as embedded designated supports include pop-ups,
rollovers, prereading text, and supplementary materials. The delivery of an online assessment
offers an opportunity to provide these types of supports in a standardized way to students
who use similar designated supports in the classroom and find the online test to be the most
appropriate and accessible for them. These supports are applied only to particular passages
and test questions based on expert judgments about which designated supports are likely to
make a question more accessible to students. Although STAAR Spanish uses the same
guidelines for content and language supports as the English version of STAAR, some of the
accommodations in the pop-ups and rollovers may not be identical due to linguistic
differences.

Pop-Ups

Pop-ups (available in English and Spanish) can be used to do the following:

isolate specific information in a question that corresponds to each answer choice

isolate specific text or information in a passage that is referenced in the question or
answer choices

isolate specific information in a graphic or list that is referenced in the question
define literary terms

apply an allowable supplemental aid (e.g., graphic organizer, place value chart, t-chart,
graphic of a scientific concept, timeline, map) to specific questions or answer choices

include the formula from the grade-specific reference material when the question
specifies the measure or conversion to be performed

direct student attention to parts of the grade-specific reference materials
provide clarifying information for a graphic organizer, political cartoon, or map

provide a visual representation in the passage, question, answer choices, or
constructed-response questions by adding graphics, photographs, or animations

define or clarify construct-irrelevant words, phrases, and sentences using plain
language, synonyms, definitions, examples, and consistent language
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Figure 17. Pop-Ups
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Resize Handle
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Pop-Up Borders

®
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Number of Customers

Based on the scatterplot, which of these is the best prediction for the number of servings of iced tea sold on a day
where the food trailer has 80 customers?

Pop-Up Borders: For students who are eligible for content and language supports,
certain words and phrases appear with a border around them. This indicates that a
pop-up containing simplified text is available for the word or phrase.

Pop-Up Window: When a pop-up is selected, a window appears next to the bordered
text. Clicking the X button closes the window. The student can drag the window to
different parts of the test page using the window’s header.

Speak: For students who have the TTS designated support, the Speak icon will appear
in all pop-ups. The student can click the icon to hear the text in the pop-up read aloud.
If the Speak icon has a line through it, TTS is not available.

Resize Handle: The student can use the resize handle to resize the window.

Rollovers

Rollovers (available in English and Spanish) can be used to do the following:

STAAR Accommodations Educator Guide

provide a visual representation in the passage, question, answer choices, or
constructed-response questions by adding graphics, photographs, or animations

define or clarify construct-irrelevant words, phrases, and sentences using plain
language, synonyms, definitions, examples, and consistent language

bullet or separate steps in a process (e.g., multi-step problem, sequence of events)
reword complex questions or answer choices to condense text

reorganize and simplify historical excerpts
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Figure 18. Rollovers
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Next Save
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©

A circular sign has a diameter of 20 inches. Determine the measurements that are closest to the area of the sign i
square inches and the circumference of the sign in inches.

Move the correct answer to each box. Not all answers will be used.
Rollover Arrow

31 63 126 314 628 1,256

Area of sign: |

Circumference of sign:

¢ Rollover Arrow: For students who are eligible for content and language supports,
certain test questions and answer options include a small arrow pointing toward
words or phrases. Clicking this arrow opens a rollover containing simplified text.

Figure 18a. Rollovers

TS ® =

GUEST, GUEST

Which measurement is closest to the diameter, d, of the cylinder in feet

—d —

ea
The \clrcumference\ of the base of a cylinder is approximately 94.2 feet.\

Rollover Arrow

Cr94.2ft Rollover

@ 11 ft

¢ Rollover Arrow: A rollover covers the original text. Clicking the Rollover arrow again
closes it.

e TTS: For students who have the TTS designated support, text in the rollover can be
read aloud. To listen to the rollover, the student clicks the TTS button and then selects
“Speak Question” or “Speak Option.”
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Prereading

Prereading (available on English and Spanish versions of RLA assessments) offers a list of
important words and phrases from the reading passages.

Figure 19. Prereading

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

Emi, the narrator of "Winter Wisdom,” spent a lot of time at her grandparents’ house
as a child. Read the selection to find out what Emi and her grandmother did together
and what Emi learned from that time in her life.

Here are some important words and phrases from the selection.

|origami|

honored: proud and happy

one of her sacred pastimes: an activity that was so important to her
absorbed: took all

distress: sadness and worry

transported: carried

Winter Wisdom

1 Growing up, I always spent nonschool days at my grandparents’ house. It
with a jwell-manicured lawn| and a [clothesline| in the
f the summertime outside, running through fresi.ﬂy

Prereading Text
| ad just been hung to dry, climbing my grandparents’ big

oak tree, or Iyi}rq in the grass counting |Iadybugs|. My grandmother,

, would look

s with |wide eyes|. She would say, “"Oh, Emi. Clean up
ill be here soon to take you home.”

at me most afterno
quickly. Your parents

2 Winter breaks were Yifferent, though. It was usually too cold to go outside
and play, so my grandmotigr would call me to sit with her at the dining room
table to teach me the art of |0rigami|. It was likely her|attempt| to keep me busy
and out of trouble. Unaware of her true motive, I would happily oblige. I felt
honored| to be included in [one of her sacred pastimes|. My grandmother would

nuill Anit ermmanth chaste Af Falarad nanar and cnroad tham Aan tha tahla farmina o -

¢ Prereading Text: For students who are eligible for content and language supports,
prereading text appears above each reading passage. The list of words and phrases
represents some of the accommodated words and phrases that appear in the
passage.
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Figure 19a. Prereading

everyone, including children, to learn to cook.

Here are some important words and phrases from the article.

Health experts: Pecple who know a lot about health
dish: recipe

prepare: make or cook

handle: hold and use

kitchen tools

Cooking can be a fun, creative activity. Read the article to learn more about why it is important for

1

Prereading Text

TTS

Pop-ups

3

4

H

3’ Health experts encourage people to cock. L&Lud\« done at a university shows that people are

what can be dangerous. You learn how to handlef kitchen tools correctly. You find out what to touch and
how to touch it. As yoi are food, you also learn how to keep yourself safe in the kitchen.
Much to Learn

The Skill of Cooking

Have you ever wished you could make dinner just the way you like it? It may seem like cooking Is
something only [certain people know how to do, like a |magic trick. But cooking is not magic. It is a skill
that everyone—even children—can learn to enjoy.

healt @BH, if you add all the ingredients yourself, you
alway the foods you put together to make a dishl.)
S
\}.n]/,' People who know a lot about health

Some people think that the kitchen is not a ¢%3d place for children. They want to keep children
safe, and they worry that children will get hurt. Many of the injuries that happen in homes take place in
kitchens. After all, there are plenty of sharp and hot things there!

But teaching children to cook may actually make them safer. As you prepare food, you find out

People may say that they are just too busy to teach children to cook. They worry that it will take
longer to prepare dinner with children in the kitchen. That leaves less time for other chores and
relaxing, They may not think that having a child in the kitchen is [worth the| extra time.

e Other Supports: Prereading can be used in conjunction with other supports. If text in
a passage is supported by a rollover or pop-up, it will maintain that accommodation in
the prereading text box. For students eligible for TTS, the Speak icon will indicate when
TTS is available for the prereading text.

Supplementary Materials

Supplementary materials include blank Punnett squares, which are available in English for
Biology assessments, and writing checklists, which are available on English and Spanish

versions of RLA assessments.

Figure 20. Punnett Squares
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Punnett Squares | Punnett Squares

The diagram shows important structures found in /

Which statement BEST describes Structure W an

() Structure W is a gene and Structure Z is a cl

@) Structure W is a chromosome and Structure

(€ Structure W Is an amino acid and Structure Z s anucrercaca:
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¢ Punnett Squares: Students taking the Biology assessment who are eligible for
content and language supports can select Punnett Squares by clicking the References
icon in Global Tools.

Figure 20a. Writing Checklist

> (@ x¥) () = Q) (& o
5 L - .. Becesssrscacas o e - . e casssssc o escaraes - .. e esserececascanaas Refersgees Notepad, Lne Reager Zoom,Opf, Zoomin, §rvem Sy
® [Ep\\ « References ;K S X |78
N
Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. [ ] 7
STAAR with Embedded Supports Writing Checklist, Grades\g - English I
Horatio has a new project. He says he is going to take care of a jar of his n
grandmother’s sourdough starter, or dough that he can use to bake bread. Read the Writing ChecKlist (Grade 3 - English\)
play to learn what happens with the sourdough starter and what Horatio and his
friend Caitlin agree to do. o -
How do Caitlin’s responses to Horatio in Scene 1 O Did 1 write one or two sentenc,
Here are some important words and phrases from the play. central idea or the claim of my pa| . .
@ They cause Horatio to become interested in d Writi ng checkl ist
1 Do my words and sentences
Deal: Agreement claim?
[doughy off-white substance] ® They prompt Horatio to make a commitment
rdough bread
w_ . . . (] Did | write my sentences in an order that makes sense?
heirloom: something of special value passed on from one generation to © They cause Horatio to wonder if he has taker
another
nurture: take care of 0 Did | use specific details and include enough text-based
resilient: able to survive even in bad conditions ® They prompt Horatio to make a plan for acco evidence to develop my ideas?
() Grade 8-English Il argumentative or opinion writing: Did |
include a counterargument to my claim?
@ 1 Did | write in complete sentences using capital letters and
n’

A Sour Deal correct punctuation?

A
@V

Characters

HORATIO: A 12-year-old boy
CAITLIN: A 12-year-old girl, Horatio’s friend and classmate
DAD: Horatio’s father

e Writing Checklist: Students who are eligible for content and language supports can
access the Writing Checklist by clicking the References icon in Global Tools.

Special Situations

Because content and language supports are embedded designated supports presented in an
online format, replicating these features in a paper or braille test version is not always
possible. Technology-based supports enable most students to test online; however, in those
instances for which the use of an embedded support is not feasible or the administration of
an online assessment is inappropriate due to a student’s particular circumstance, a student
may be tested using a paper test booklet. Additional information can be found on the Special
Administration of an Assessment page of the Coordinator Resources.

District testing personnel should ensure that student eligibility is correctly marked in TIDE
during the initial order window for students taking STAAR braille who are also eligible to
receive content and language supports, including students using a refreshable braille display,
to be certain of receiving STAAR with embedded supports test booklets along with braille
materials. Once materials are received, the test administrator will use the secure test
instructions to provide access to the content and language supports in the specific
assessment being administered. The secure test instructions will provide picture descriptions
of content and language support images and graphics (e.g., charts, tables, graphs) that may
be reproduced for accessibility (e.g., brailling graphics; pairing graphics with tactile symbols,
texts, or objects; enlarging or projecting).

Students who are deaf or hard of hearing and are eligible for an oral or signed administration
with content and language supports must take STAAR online to access these embedded
supports. However, a signed administration is allowed for parts of the test that can be read
aloud but cannot be accessed through TTS.
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The Connection to Classroom Instruction

The use of accommodations occurs primarily during classroom instruction as educators use
various instructional strategies to meet students’ individual needs, thus allowing students to
maximize their academic potential.

To make designated supports decisions for students, educators should have knowledge of
the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and how a student performs in relation to
them. Educators should also collect and analyze data pertaining to the use and effectiveness
of designated supports (e.g., assignment and test scores with and without the designated
support, observational reports) so that informed educational decisions can be made for each
student. By analyzing data, an educator can determine whether the designated support
becomes inappropriate or unnecessary over time due to the student’s age or changing needs.
Likewise, data can confirm for the educator that the student still struggles in certain areas
and should continue to use the designated support.

Decisions about designated supports used during a statewide assessment should:
e be made on an individual basis,
e consider the student's needs, and

e consider how supports are routinely and effectively used during classroom instruction
and testing.

As an example, the embedded content and language supports available for STAAR offer
opportunities for students to participate meaningfully in the required state assessments.
Although it is unlikely that students routinely use the computer-based content and language
supports during classroom instruction, they may use variations of them, as illustrated in the
table that follows. This list is not exhaustive but includes examples of classroom designated
supports that may correspond to the embedded content and language supports on STAAR.

Classroom Designated Support Examples that

Link to STAAR Content and Language Supports

The teacher introduces a new book to a struggling reader prior to it being read aloud or
independently. The topics discussed might include major concepts, difficult words, setting,
characters, or prior knowledge of the subject.

The teacher points out the meaning of a word in a dictionary or a synonym in a thesaurus.

The teacher isolates specific information to focus the student on the core concept being
taught.

The teacher acts out or has the students role-play newly introduced vocabulary or difficult
concepts.

The teacher simplifies difficult vocabulary and then reformats complex word problems by
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bulleting or spacing out each step required to solve the problem.

The teacher provides the student with a specific supplemental aid (e.g., chart, table, graph,
checklist, map, timeline) applicable to the question being posed, the assignment, or the task.

The teacher provides the formulas needed to solve a problem.

The teacher provides visual aids (e.g., demonstrations, photographs, art) to identify people
and places.

The teacher provides visual aids (e.g., demonstrations, photographs, art) to define or clarify
vocabulary.

During classroom discussions, the teacher clarifies or rewords complex text or questions
using simpler language.

The teacher directs the student (e.g., highlight, bold, point to, flag the information) to the
specific parts of the passage, diagram, map, or figure that is being discussed.

The teacher presents parts of a complex concept one at a time.

Educators, parents, and students must understand that designated supports provided during
classroom instruction and testing might differ from designated supports allowed for use on
STAAR. Instruction comes first and can be customized to meet each student’s needs. Unlike
instruction, state assessments are standardized to provide a reliable comparison of outcomes
among all students. Certain designated supports used in the classroom would invalidate the
content being assessed or compromise the security and integrity of STAAR if used during
testing. For this reason, not all designated supports suitable for instruction are allowed during
state assessments. However, the policies for accommodations on state assessments do not
limit an educator’s ability to develop individualized materials and techniques to aid student
learning.
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Documenting and Communicating
Decisions

District testing personnel must carefully review TEA accommodations policies to make sure
students receive only those accessibility features and designated supports that are allowed or
approved for use on STAAR and STAAR Spanish. While some accommodations may be
appropriate for instructional use, they may not be appropriate for or allowable on a statewide
assessment. Providing unfamiliar or inappropriate accommodations during statewide
assessments may hinder rather than aid a student. Accommodations documentation should
be up-to-date prior to testing so that it reflects the student’s current need.

For students receiving special education services, designated supports decisions are made by
the ARD committee and are documented in the student’s individualized education program
(IEP). For students receiving Section 504 services, designated supports decisions are made by
the Section 504 committee and documented in the student’s individual accommodation plan
(IAP). For students not receiving special education or Section 504 services, designated
supports decisions are made by the appropriate team at the campus level (e.g., Response to
Intervention [Rtl] team, student assistance team) and documented according to district
policies. Individual policy documents, available in the Coordinator Resources, outline eligibility
criteria and who at the local level has the authority to approve the designated support.

For emergent bilingual (EB) students, language proficiency assessment committees (LPACs)
are responsible for coordinating with the students’ content-area teachers to make decisions
in accordance with the TEA accommodations policies and for maintaining required
documentation of those decisions. For an EB student with a disability, the student's LPAC is
required to collaborate with the applicable committee (e.g., ARD committee, Section 504
committee) in making both those accommodations decisions related to an EB student’s
language proficiency and those related to the student’s disability. Documentation must be
maintained in the student's permanent record file and IEP or IAP.

For EB students taking STAAR in English, the LPAC, as a sole authority, makes decisions for
only content and language supports and oral administration. For EB students taking STAAR
Spanish, decisions for content and language supports must be made by the ARD committee
or Section 504 committee with LPAC collaboration, and decisions for oral administration must
be made by the ARD committee, Section 504 committee, Rtl team, or the appropriate team at
the campus level with LPAC collaboration.

The following table shows the appropriate committees responsible for making
accommodations decisions for students taking STAAR and STAAR Spanish. Detailed
information regarding committee responsibilities for each designated support is available in
the individual policy documents on the Locally-Approved Designated Supports page of the
Coordinator Resources.
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Committee Responsibility for STAAR Accommodations Decisions

Rtl, Student

Section 504 .
Con?:i)ttee Committee LPAC A:::;ar:)cre
. (students with | (EB students !
(special .. other related
. other health testing in
education . . . support
impairments, English) .
students) . (struggling
dyslexia)
learners)
Basic Transcribing v v v
Braille v v v
Calculation Aids v v
Content and Lan
guage v v v

Supports
Individualized
Structured Reminders v v v
Large Print v v
Manipulating Test

anipulating Tes v v v
Materials
Mathemati

yematics v v v

Manipulatives
Oral and Signed
Administration v v v v
Spelling Assistance v v
Supplemental Aids v v v

Procedures should be established for communicating to the appropriate individuals at the
campus level (e.g., ARD committee, Section 504 committee, Rtl team, student assistance team,
LPAC) any testing decisions that may be in conflict with state assessment requirements or
procedures and resolving those matters before testing.

To ensure that students receive the appropriate accommodations during testing, test
administrators should verify with campus coordinators before the administration that they
are using the most current information regarding student testing requirements and
accommodations. Campus coordinators should coordinate with the appropriate district
personnel to ensure they have the most current testing and accommodation information for
each student. Campus coordinators must ensure all test attributes and testing
accommodations are marked in TIDE for students taking an online assessment and that a
student's use of designated supports is recorded in TIDE as applicable.
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Training

Test administrators and other campus personnel participating in STAAR administrations are
required to be trained on test security and administration procedures. Training should be
provided annually to ensure a standardized test administration and the best testing
experience for Texas students. Annual training is especially important for understanding and
implementing new or updated policies and procedures. It is imperative that all individuals
participating in STAAR administrations preserve the integrity of test content and student data
through strict adherence to the instructions and procedures contained in the test
administration manuals. Lack of annual training typically results in testing incidents that may
impact students' test scores, campus and district accountability ratings, and, ultimately, an
educator's teaching certificate.

The required training for STAAR test administrators includes testing with accommodations to
ensure test administrators understand and are able to implement accommodations. In
addition, test administrators who are authorized to provide special administrations (e.g., oral,
braille) must be provided additional training in specific security protocols regarding viewing
secure test content. Responding to test questions, recording secure test content, scoring the
test, or discussing the content of the test at any time is strictly prohibited. As a reminder of
this obligation, these individuals are required to complete a specific part of the test security
oath.

All test security procedures must be followed to ensure the security of the test content and
the confidentiality of student information. For students who are using technology-based
accommodations, the accommodations must meet the technology use guidelines available in
the Technology Resources section of the Coordinator Resources. When district testing
personnel are not trained properly or do not follow test security and administration
procedures, testing incidents may occur.

Testing incidents that involve accommodation errors typically involve providing appropriate
accommodations to ineligible students or not providing appropriate accommodations to
eligible students. Examples of accommodation errors include:

e Astudent was provided an unallowable accommodation.
e Astudent was provided an accommodation for which he or she was not approved.
¢ Anallowable and approved accommodation was not provided to a student.

e An allowable and approved accommodation was not properly administered or
applied.

e District testing personnel administered Complex Transcribing, Extra Day, Mathematics
Scribe, or Other designated supports without TEA approval.

Additional trainings related to accommodations and test security are posted in the Learning
Management System (LMS), which can be accessed via the Educators page of the Texas
Assessment website. The recording trainings include:

e Accessibility for the Texas Assessment Program
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e Test Accommodations: A Training for Test Administrators
e Test Security for the Texas Assessment Program

e Managing Secure Materials for the Texas Assessment Program
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Test Results

Accommodations provide students who need them with equitable access to STAAR and
STAAR Spanish, allowing students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills without the
limitations imposed by disabilities or language proficiency. STAAR test results for students
using accommodations are valid indicators of their academic achievement, just as test results
are valid indicators for students who do not use accommodations.

Educators who have a roster association with students can access results for those students
through the Centralized Reporting System (CRS). For more information on setting up rosters,
refer to the Reporting section of the Coordinator Resources. In CRS, educators can see
performance information by assessment, reporting category, and test question.

STAAR score reports include the individual performance level of students, scale scores, and
the number of questions answered correctly within each reporting category for each of the
assessed grades and content areas.

STAAR report cards explain STAAR results to parents and are available in the Family Portal.
Detailed information about STAAR report cards is provided on the Texas Assessment website.

The Research Portal contains assessment data for all Texas students who participated in
statewide test administrations and can be used by educators, researchers, and the public to
analyze state assessment results. The Research Portal can be accessed through the

Texas Assessment website.

STAAR results may be used in the following ways:
e to help parents monitor their child's progress
e toinform instructional planning for individual students

e toreport performance to local school boards, school professionals, and the
community

e to evaluate programs, resources, and staffing patterns

e to evaluate districts and campuses in a variety of state and federal accountability
measures
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