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TSDS/SPEDS Child Find: Unique ID for Non-Enrolled Children 

Local education agencies (LEAs) are required to annually report data in the Texas Student Data System (TSDS) for 
the Special Education Data System (SPEDS) Collection, which includes State Performance Plan indicator (SPPI) 11 
and SPPI 12, formerly part of TSDS Child Find. SPPI 11 and SPPI 12 pertain to completing an evaluation and 
determining the eligibility of both enrolled children and non-enrolled children 21 years of age or younger on 
September 1st of the current school year to receive special education. 

New! Note on Required Data Submission 
The TSDS SPEDS Collection requires LEAs to submit full and individual initial evaluation (FIIE) and eligibility 
determination data for all children evaluated for special education and related services and having an 
eligibility determination date that falls within the reporting year (July 1-June 30). Accordingly, LEAs are 
required to submit all required SPPI 11 and SPPI 12 data for each child evaluated, regardless of enrollment 
status with the evaluating LEA. 
 
Note that this requirement includes a parentally-placed private school child with a disability whose FIIE is 
conducted by the LEA where the private school is located. In such cases, for data element 
EligibilityDeterminationDate (E1716), the LEA should report the date on which it determined the child’s 
eligibility or ineligibility for special education services. 

TSDS Unique ID Requirement 
The TSDS SPEDS Collection requires each child reported to have a Unique ID, including “non-enrolled” children 
(e.g., private school, homeschool). LEAs should ensure a non-enrolled child does not already have an existing 
Unique ID by searching the Unique ID application using information provided by parents or a previous LEA. 

If a Unique ID is found for the child, do not assign a new Unique ID. However, if no Unique ID exists, then create 
a new Unique ID by entering data into the required fields in the TSDS Unique ID application (see APPENDIX) as 
detailed in the following section. 

TSDS Unique ID Application: Required Fields 
The following data entry fields are required for generating a non-enrolled child’s Unique ID: 

• First Name: Enter the child’s legal first name 
• Last Name: Enter the child’s legal last name 
• Gender: 

o If value is known, then select “MALE” or “FEMALE”. 
o If value is unknown, then select “TEA Use Only”. 

• Date of Birth: 
o Enter the value used for the data element BirthDate (E0006), which is the child’s 

birthdate in the format: mm/dd/yyyy 
• Ethnicity Indicator: 

o If value is known, then select “Non-Hispanic/Latino” or “Hispanic/Latino”. 
o If value is unknown, select “TEA Use Only”. 

• Ethnicity/Race: 
o If value is known, then select “Asian”, “Black or African American”, “American Indian or Alaska 

Native”, “Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander”, or “White”. 
o If value is unknown, then select “TEA Use Only”. 

  

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/31/489/0/DataComponents/DataElements/List/11348
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/31/489/0/DataComponents/DataElements/List/11556
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• SSN (alternate S-number can be used): 
o If value is known, then enter the child’s social security number using the format: nnn-nnn-nnnn 
o If value is unknown, then use alternate S-number from block of numbers assigned to your LEA. If 

an additional block of S-numbers is needed for the LEA, then submit a TIMS ticket. 
• Grade Level: 

o If value is known, enter the child’s grade level. 
o If value is unknown, then use grade level crosswalk in Table 1 (see below) 

• Campus: 
o Enter the nine-digit SchoolId (E0266) for which descriptor “03 (Evaluation)” is to be reported 

for Responsibility (E3051) in the StudentEducationOrganizationResponsibilityAssociation 
Entity, for the campus where the child’s evaluation occurred. 

• LEA: Enter the six-digit LocalEducationAgencyId (E0212) number for the LEA. 

• School Year: Enter the current academic year (e.g., 2025–2026). 

• Local ID: Enter the child’s LocalStudentId (E0923) assigned by the district. 
• Source System: Leave the value as “Default.” 

Grade Level Crosswalk 
Table 1 is a crosswalk for assigning the grade level to a non-enrolled child where the grade level field value in the 
Unique ID application is unknown. The crosswalk is based on the data element EntryGradeLevel (E1517), as 
defined by descriptor table GradeLevel (C050) in the Texas Web-Enabled Data Standards (TWEDS). 

 
Table 1. Grade Level Crosswalk for Unique ID Application 

 

Translation Age Decision Point 

Early Education1,2 3–41 Early Childhood Intervention (ECI) Non-Enrolled/Did Not Qualify (DNQ) 
Preschool/Prekindergarten3 3–5 (not 

in KG) 
Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) Child 

Kindergarten4 5–6 Age 5 by Sept 1 
First grade 6–7 Age 6 by Sept 1 
Second grade 7–8 Age 7 by Sept 1 
Third grade 8–9 Age 8 by Sept 1 
Fourth grade 9–10 Age 9 by Sept 1 
Fifth grade 10–11 Age 10 by Sept 1 
Sixth grade 11–12 Age 11 by Sept 1 
Seventh grade 12–13 Age 12 by Sept 1 
Eighth grade 13–14 Age 13 by Sept 1 
Ninth grade 14–15 Age 14 by Sept 1 
Tenth grade 15–16 Age 15 by Sept 1 
Eleventh grade 16–17 Age 16 by Sept 1 
Twelfth grade 17–18 Age 17 by Sept 1 

Note. 1Use as default for “non-enrolled” children aged 3 or 4 (private school, home school) or 2-year-olds who are being 
evaluated upon turning age 3 (Early Childhood Intervention Transition or parent/caregiver request for evaluation). 2Coding 
Chart 3, pg. 140, SAAH. 3Coding Chart 1, pg. 129, SAAH. 4Coding Chart 2, pg. 133, SAAH. 

  

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/31/489/0/DataComponents/DataElements/List/11602
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/31/489/0/DataComponents/DataElements/List/11473
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/31/489/0/DataComponents/DataElements/List/11378
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/31/489/0/DataComponents/DataElements/List/11379
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/31/489/0/DataComponents/DataElements/List/11506
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/31/489/0/Descriptors/List/3765
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Resources 
• Descriptor Table: GradeLevel (C050) 
• 2025-2026 Student Attendance Accounting Handbook (SAAH) 
• TSDS Unique ID Information 
• AskTED (Search for district and/or campus number) 

Contact 
For measurement or program reporting questions, please contact the Division of Data Strategy and Reporting at 
spp@tea.texas.gov. Technical questions for Child Find should be submitted via the TSDS Incident Management 
System (TIMS) available within the TSDS Portal or by emailing TSDSCustomerSupport@tea.texas.gov. 

https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/TWEDSAPI/31/489/0/Descriptors/List/3765
https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/financial-compliance/saah/saah-2526-adopted.pdf
https://www.texasstudentdatasystem.org/TSDS/Education_Data_Warehouse/Unique_ID
https://tealprod.tea.state.tx.us/Tea.AskTed.Web/Forms/SearchScreen.aspx?orgType=District
mailto:spp@tea.texas.gov
mailto:TSDSCustomerSupport@tea.texas.gov
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APPENDIX: Unique ID Application Interface in TSDS 
The fields with a “*” are required. 
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